
THE EXPEDITION

Your holiday begins and ends at the luxurious 
Four Seasons Resort at Landaa Giraavaru, 
located in Baa Atoll in the Maldives Archipelago. 
This expedition has been specifically timed to 
coincide with the most productive monsoon 
winds and lunar currents, which strongly 
influence the movements and feeding habits 
of the world’s largest known population of 
reef manta rays. At this time of year, large 
aggregations of as many as 150 individual 
mantas can be seen feeding together in 
the surface waters of Baa Atoll - a spectacle 
that is easily one of nature’s most impressive 
and awe-inspiring events. The aim of this trip is 
to use the knowledge of Manta Trust experts 
to find these feeding aggregations and allow the guests to experience the wonder of 
immersing yourself amongst a feeding frenzy of these gentle giants. 

Baa Atoll is off the main route for the majority of dive liveaboard and we will venture 
into this more northern atoll specifically to seek out the feeding mantas - and hopefully 
a few whale sharks as well. To see several of the world`s largest fish feeding amongst 
dozens of the world`s largest rays is something most people will never forget.

This trip is suitable for both divers and snorkellers, and will combine both 
activities to provide guests with the best possible manta encounters. Whilst feeding, 
the manta rays remain close to the surface where their favourite planktonic food is 
found. Remaining still on the surface of the water will give guests an up-close and 
personal view as the mantas glide by. When diving, guests will be treated to the 
marvel of manta rays hovering above outcrops of coral reef, which the mantas visit to 
have their bodies cleaned of parasites by groups of cleaner fish.

While the weather in the Maldives at this time of the year is likely to be more changeable, 
these monsoonal conditions are exactly what create the planktonic blooms 
upon which the mantas and whale sharks aggregate to feed. Whilst we can never 
guarantee these natural events, we have put together a trip which maximises our 
chances of being in the right place at the right time. The trip’s exact itinerary will be 
guided by the expertise of The Manta Trust’s Founder and CEO, Dr Guy Stevens, and 
the knowledge he has accumulated over a decade of researching these animals in the 
Maldives.

CITIZEN SCIENCE - GET INVOLVED!

On this expedition, you’ll have the opportunity to experience and participate in cutting-
edge conservation research to protect one of the ocean’s most majestic animals. 
Manta Trust scientists will be collecting photographic identification images of all 
mantas encountered throughout the expedition - a task that guests are welcome and 
encouraged to participate in.  All new manta rays will be added to the database and 
guests will be invited to name these new mantas. 

Every manta sighting is crucial information in developing effective management and 
conservation strategies for these increasingly vulnerable animals.
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Baa & Ari Atolls.
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THE MANTA TRUST

A UK registered charity, the Trust`s mission is to advance the worldwide conservation 
of manta rays and their habitat through robust science and research, by raising 
awareness and providing education, influence and action. The Manta Trust was formed 
in 2011 to co-ordinate global research and conservation efforts for these amazing 
animals, their close relatives and their habitat. 

Data Collection: The Manta Trust has a number of research projects worldwide, 
incorporating population data, research on manta movements, and genetic analyses 
- to name a few - in order to better understand the general ecology of manta and 
mobula rays.

THE FOUR SEASONS EXPLORER

Indulgence abounds aboard the Four 
Seasons Explorer, a 39-metre (129 foot), 
three-deck catamaran, launched in 2002. 
The Explorer blends fine dining, luxury 
modern living, access to secluded, seldom-
visited beaches and coral reefs, and of 
course the opportunity to meet some of 
nature’s most fascinating and enigmatic 
creatures. 

With a maximum of 22 guests on board, and 25 
crew to cater to each and every one of your 
needs, tranquility and extravagance is guaranteed. 
The Explorer boasts two bars, a lounge and a 
library, same-day laundry and spa services, access 
to wireless internet, waterspots facilities, and 
twice daily housekeeping. The large sundeck 
offers ample space for relaxation after your 

diving and snorkelling, whilst the Explorer’s master chefs create a custom menu for 
each meal, served from the spacious dining room and complemented with a selection 
of fine wines and spirits. Dedicated space is allocated for dive equipment, and our 16 
metre support vessel provides divers with safe and easy access the most stunning and 
unspoilt dive sites in the Maldives. A full set of diving equipment will be provided for 
guests who prefer not to bring their own.

BOOKING

To reserve your place on this Maldives Manta Trust 
Expedition, please contact the Reservations Department at 
Four Seasons via telephone (+960 66 00 888) or via email: 
reservations.mal@fourseasons.com. If you learnt 
about this trip through the Manta Trust website, please state 
this during your initial email.

* Prices are per person per night, $850 for State Room, $1530 for Suite. Rates are subject to 
23.2% service charge, GST and prevailing government green tax of USD 6 per person per night. 
Package includes transfers to embarkation and disembarkation, full board meals, up to 3 divers 
per day, snorkelling and excursions. Guests may reserve either a 3, 4 or 7 nights Expedition. 
Please be reminded that opting for the shorter cruises may reduce the chances of successful 
encounters, given the unpredictable nature of manta rays and whale shark therefore we would 
highly recommend a 7 nights cruise for the most enjoyable experience. 

DR GUY STEVENS (TRIP LEADER)

In 2005 Guy 
Stevens founded 
the Maldivian 
Manta Ray Project 
(MMRP), with the 
aim of helping 
to conserve the 
Maldivian manta 
ray population through active research and 
reducation. In 2011, Guy went on the found 
The Manta Trust, along with a collaboration of 
scientists, conservationists, photographers, 
filmmakers and communicators. His work 
with manta rays now takes him to other 
corners of the world, but for him the 
Maldives will always be the best place to see 
and study these amazing animals.

Guy’s research on the Maldivian mantas, 
especially in the famous Hanifaru Bay, has 
been showcased in dozens of popular 
articles - including a feature in National 
Geographic Magazine - and several 
television documentaries aired around 
the world (BBC, ITV, National Geographic, 
Animal Planet, ABC). Guy’s research in 
Hanifaru contributed to the declaration of 
Baa Atoll as a UNESCO World Biosphere 
Reserve in 2011. In March 2013, Guy and 
the rest of the Manta Trust team were 
key players in securing a spot for both 
species of manta on Appendix II of CITES, 
followed by securing further protection 
for reef mantas and mobula rays under the 
Convention on Migratory Species - both 
key pieces of international legislation that 
have greatly improved the level of global 
protection for these vulnerable animals. In 
2014 the MMRP was instrumental in adding 
manta rays to the Maldivian National List of 
Protected Species. As recently as October 
2016, the Manta Trust were key players in 
the successful efforts to place all species 
of mobula ray under Appendix II of CITES, 
joining their larger manta cousins. 

Guy has recently completed his PhD focusing 
on manta rays at the University of York in 
the UK. Throughout the expedition, Guy 
will be providing lectures and informal talks 
on manta ray and whale shark research and 
conservation. In addition, he will conduct 
general presentations on marine biology, 
with a focus on the diverse and productive 
marine ecosystems of the Maldives.
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